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248                    .LYMAN TRUMBULL

He had a Yankee drawl in his pronunciation which
detracted from the real merits of his argument, and so it
came to pass that, contrary to the usual fate of extem-
pore speaking, his speeches read better than they
sounded. His speech in support of his measure on the
21st of December was in his best style. It was devoid of
passion or invective. He cherished no ill-feeling toward
any person, high or low, who had been engaged in the
rebellion. He did not seek or desire to punish anybody.
Least of all did he desire to raise an issue with the Presi-
dent. He wanted only peace, order, friendship, and
brotherhood between North and South, as soon as possi-
ble; but there could be no peace with these statutes
staring us in the face. Therefore, he demanded that they
be swept into oblivion with the slave codes that had pre-
ceded them.

Wilson desired an immediate vote on his bill. Senator
Sherman thought that it ought to be referred to a com-
mittee and postponed until the anti-slavery amendment
of the Constitution should be officially proclaimed.
Trumbull concurred with Sherman. He said:

I do not rise, sir, with a view of discussing the bill under con-
sideration: it is one relating to questions of a very grave char-
acter, and ought not to pass without due consideration. The
Senator from Massachusetts tells us that it has been submitted
to distinguished lawyers, and they all conceded its propriety,
and nobody disputes the power of Congress to pass it. Doubt-
less that was their opinion and is the opinion of the Senator
from Massachusetts. Perhaps it would be my opinion upon
investigation. I will not undertake to say, at this time, what
the powers of the Congress of the United States may be over
the people in the lately rebellious states.

There was a time between the suppression of the rebellion
and the institution of any kind of government in those states
when it was absolutely necessary that some power or other to
prevent anarchy should have control. The Senator from Dela- and
